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King Street Dundas.

The Carnegie building, located at 10 King Street West 
in Dundas, opened in 1910. It was the town's Þrst 
library funded by a donation from American 
industrialist, Andrew Carnegie, and the citizens of 
Dundas.  In 1980 it became the home of the Dundas 
Art & Craft Association. Since 1987 the Gallery has 
coordinated the Arts Dundas weekend, a festival 
celebrating the visual, literary and performing arts in 
Dundas.  Notable annual events are the Buskerfest in 
early June, and the Dundas Cactus Festival in August. 

John 
Graves Simcoe arrived in Upper Canada as its Þrst 
Lieutenant Governor in 1792. With the possibility of 

attack by the United States being of 
great concern Simcoe ordered a 
military road be built from Cootes 
Paradise (todayÕs Dundas) to 
Oxford (Woodstock), ensuring 
transport of troops and supplies by 
land. He named it ÔDundas StreetÕ 
for Sir Henry Dundas, Secretary 
for Home Affairs in England. There 

is no record that Sir Henry ever set 
foot in Canada. Today, within Dundas limits, the road 
is named both Dundas Street and GovernorÕs Road. 
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HAMILTON HISTORICAL BOARD

This Ward 13 Historical Fact Sheet is one 
in a series of 15 Ward Historical Fact 
Sheets prepared by members of The 
Hamilton Historical Board. 

Each of the 15 Ward Councillors, and the 
Mayor, has been presented with paper and 
electronic copies to distribute to their 
constituents and to visitors.

Each Ward Historical Fact Sheet presents 
between ward-speciÞc facts from the many 
hundreds of facts that exist for each ward. 
It is the hope of The Hamilton Historical 
Board that these Historical Facts Sheets 
serve as a beginning, not an end. The HHB 
encourages residents to provide their 
Councillors with additional facts that may 
be included in future editions of the 
Historical Fact Sheets.

The mandate of The Hamilton Historical 
Board is:

To advise City Council on heritage matters 
and to promote awareness, appreciation & 
education of Hamilton’s history; and to 
oversee the operation of the City’s museums.

The Hamilton Historical Board is 
comprised of dedicated volunteers who 
share a passion for the history of the great 
City of Hamilton.

About the Ward Historical Fact Sheets

Researched by Mary Anderson & Deborah Eker
Layout by Graham Crawford

AREA ! 6,290.52 acres
POPULATION! 24,394
# OF DWELLINGS! 9,316
ELIGIBLE VOTERS! 18,268
COUNCILLOR! Russ Powers

¥ William Osler - doctor
¥ Peter Desjardins - builder
¥ William Lyon Mackenzie - politician
¥ Ann Morden - UEL pioneer
¥ John Spencer - miller
¥ Richard Hatt - miller
¥James Ewart - Þnancier
¥ J. P. Billington - manufacturer
¥ Dave Thomas - actor, comedian

SOME FAMOUS WARD 13’ers

Carnegie Library, now Gallery.
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The town was first called Dundas Mills in 1800 when 
Edward Peer bought land from the Morden family and 
named his mill Dundas Mills.! This became the name of 
the area. In 1804 Richard and Samuel Hatt purchased 
the mill and renamed it the New Dundas Mill.! It 
processed wheat, the major agricultural crop at the 
time, that was ground into cereal and flour.

The Town of Dundas was incorporated in 1847 as part 
of Wentworth County. It was named by John Graves 
Simcoe, Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, for his 
friend Henry Dundas, 1st Viscount Melville, British 
Secretary of State from 1791 to 1801, a Scottish lawyer 
and politician who never visited North America. 
Dundas, Ontario, Canada held a town charter between 
1848 and 2001.  In 2001 Dundas amalgamated with the 
City of Hamilton. 

Dundas was once the terminus of Toronto's Dundas 
Street (Highway 5), one of the earliest routes used 
by Ontario's Þrst settlers.  Dundas Street was 
constructed as a colonial road at the direction of 
John Graves Simcoe, Þrst lieutenant-governor of 
Upper Canada. It connected Toronto (then known as 
York) to the town of Dundas, then to settlements 
west, and also around Lake Ontario to Niagara-on-
the-Lake (Newark).

The Desjardins Canal 
was officially opened 
Wednesday, 16 August 
1837 "in great pomp 
and parade," (Hamilton 
Gazette). The steamboat 
EXPERIMENT, Óas gay 
as a newly decorated 
brideÓ led the way, 
followed by the 
BRITANNIA, crowded 
from stem to stern.  
Bringing up the rear was 
the "new and beautiful 
little BURLINGTON, 
built purposely for the 
canal by William 
Chisholm, Esq., M.P.P.

Dundas had its Þrst circulating library in 1822.! It 
was started by William Lyon Mackenzie.! The Dundas 
Mechanics Institute began in 1841 and incorporated 
in 1853.! In 1883 it became the Dundas Public 
Library.! In 1895 it became a fee-based library that 
issued memberships by subscription.! In 1904 
funding from Andrew Carnegie helped to construct a 
new library.

Richard HattÕs store is the 
oldest building in Dundas.  
Built in 1805, it is 
presently located at 2 
Hatt Street.

William Lyon Mackenzie 
lived in Dundas before 
the Rebellion of Upper Canada in 1837.  He came 
over from Scotland with John Lesslie in 1820 and 
worked in Montreal.  They opened new stores in 
Kingston and Coote's Paradise, which brought 
Mackenzie to Dundas in 1822. Mackenzie and his 
family are thought to have moved into a residence 
owned by Edward Lesslie at 34 Baldwin Street. The 
store, 'Mackenzie & Lesslie' was on the corner of 
Main and Baldwin Streets (the site of today's Cattel 
Funeral Home). This store sold general merchandise. 
Most important historically, this store also served as 
DundasÕs Þrst lending library, which was only one 
room with 75 books.  After MackenzieÕs rebellion 
was routed by Allan Napier MacNab, he sought 
refuge back in Dundas and hid in a cave under the 
Dundas Peak, while making his way to Niagara.  It is 
now known as MackenzieÕs cave but is grown over 
and difÞcult to Þnd.

Folk Singer Stan Rogers was raised in Dundas. He 
was killed in an airplane crash at the Greater 
Cincinnati Airport. en route home from an 
appearance at the Kerrville Folk Festival in Texas.

Dundas Valley Golf and Country Club formally 
opened their golf course on Dominion Day 1930 
with eight holes ready for play and greens and 
fairways ready.! An old barn house was Þxed up as a 
country club and lockers and showers for men and 
women were installed as well as a lounge room.

John GartshoreÕs foundry, maker of iron castings, steam 
engines, boilers, mill machinery, and sawmills opened in 
1838, a few years after Dr. Calvin McQuesten opened 
the first foundry in Hamilton.  The Gartshores and the 
McQuestens were good friends and they spent some 
vacations together at the GartshoreÕs summer home at 
RoachÕs Point, Lake Simcoe, or at ÒWillow Bank" 
Eglinton.  

DundasÕ nickname is the Valley Town. It was formed 
in pre-glacial times, thousands of years ago, when an 
ancient river ßowing from the west eroded a deep 
gorge in the Niagara Escarpment, similar to the 
Niagara River 
gorge. Glacial 
erosion widened 
the gorge, 
creating a broad 
valley. The steep 
face of the 
escarpment is 
maintained by 
differential 
erosion 
whereby the hard cap rock is undercut by the faster 
erosion of the underlying soft rock. The waterfalls of 
the Dundas Valley are the end product of this 
geological process.

Dundas Valley & The Dundas Valley Conservation Area 
has a 40-kilometre trail network in its 1,200-hectare 
realm of Carolinian forests, fields, streams, rare plants, 
birds and wildlife. Open to hikers, dog-walkers, cyclists 
and equestrians.  The highest point in the trail is 
Dundas Peak with spectactular views overlooking 
Dundas and Hamilton.

In October 1930 the Canada Bread Co. opened a 
depot at Peel and Park due to the demand for their 
products.! Delivery men in horse-drawn bread wagons 
covered routes every day to ensure that the families of 
Dundas had fresh bread every day.! There were three 
or more delivery wagons carrying white, whole wheat, 
and fancy breads, cakes, dinner rolls, and a different pie 
each day of the week.! The products were also sold in 
the grocery stores.!

Dr. William Osler (1849-1919) was Canadian-born 
and raised in Dundas.   He went to the Central Park 
Dundas School from which he was expelled for 
being a hellion.  Osler has been called one of the 
greatest icons of modern medicine.  By the turn of 
the century Dr. 
Osler had become 
the most inßuential 
physician in the 
English-speaking 
world and one of 
the most sought-
after consultants in 
North America. He 
was knighted and 
received a Baronet.  
William Osler 
married Grace 
Revere, great-
granddaughter of 
the American patriot 
Paul Revere. They 
had two children. The 
Þrst died at birth and the second, Edward 
Revere!Osler, born in 1895, became his father's 
greatest joy--and his greatest sorrow when Edward 
died in Belgium in WW1.

The Ellen Osler Memorial Home, the home of Dr. 
OslerÕs mother still 
stands in Dundas at the 
corner of Hatt and 
Ogilvie Streets.  Ellen 
Osler died in 1906 at 
the age of 100.  The 
Ellen Osler Memorial 
Home ofÞcially opened 
on Oct. 30. 1909. It was 
sold to the Salvation 
Army for $1 on Oct. 
16, 1974.  The home 

now serves as a residential facility for women in 
conßict with the law. 
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Desjardins Canal Poster. 
Collection of Dundas 
Historical Museum

Richard HattÕs store c. 1805

Known as the Valley Town. William Osler

Ellen Osler Memorial 
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